
 
  

1. The Urban areas and Ci�es Act (2011) and the 
Physical Planning and Land Use Act (2019) 
supports the establishment of urban green 
spaces meaning that more must be done on 
implementa�onof these legisla�ons Control of 
urban growth through development of new 
green themed urban plans – The County and City 
Administra�ons in the two towns should not only 
facilitate the development of new green-themed 
urban development plans that emphasize public 
green spaces but should also ensure that they 
complete all development plan approval 
processes. This is because the exis�ng ones are 
way too old. 

2. Embedding in law the con�nuous review of 
exis�ng urban development plans – this needs to 
be done to ensure that exis�ng plans are 
frequently updated to respond to the current 
green spaces needs and requirements

4. Deliberate promo�on of public  par�cipa�on in 
green spaces' development and management – 
The cons�tu�on of Kenya (2010) and many 
subsequent legisla�onsequire that the public be 
involved in the management of public affairs. 

Findings from this research confirmed that Kisumu town 
in Kenya has been experiencing an overall decline in green 
spaces. In 1989 Kisumu City had 2794.05 hectares of 
green spaces which reduced to 1371.24 in 2019 (see 
green space decline trends in Figure 1). This represents a 
50.92% decrease from 1989 to 2019 (30 years). Evidently, 
it appears that there shall be no green spaces in the next 
30 years if the trend con�nues.

Declining Urban Green Spaces  

1. A case of Kisumu town in Kenya

3. Empowering urban environmental planning and 
development control units legally, financially and 
with human resources so that they can be efficient 
and effec�ve in controlling urban expansion and 
maintenance of designated urban green spaces 

5. Alterna�ve funding  possibili�es including public-
private partnerships can also be explored. This may 
include enlis�ng green spaces into climate 
financing instruments - this can be made more 
successful if municipali�es an demonstrate how 
such green spaces have contributed or can 
contribute in mi� aa�oof clim te change effects.

Figure 1: Trends in the decline of green spaces in Kisumu

  

 
b) Decline in green spaces in Eldoret Town  	

The Impact.
As a consequence of the decline, the per capita 
availability of green spaces in the two towns has 
also been reducing dras�cally. For example, while 
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the WHO recommends a minimum of 9m per 
person, Kisumu and Eldoret towns currently 

2 2 
supplies only 0.18m  and 0.68m of public green 
spaces to each of its residents as can be seen in 
Figure 2. Evidently, more needs to be done to bridge 
this gap. 

2. A case of Eldoret town in Kenya.
 The same case applies to Eldoret where despite an 
apparent increase between the year 1989 and 2009 
(mainly due to leapfrog development that increased 
the urban area size), there was an overall loss of 
34.48% by 2019. This is a confirma�on of the worrying 
trend of green space decline.

Urbaniza�on trends in Eldoret and Kisumu towns.
Figure 3 shows reduc�on in urban green spaces in Eldoret and Kisumu towns. This  decline of urban green 
spaces and the subsequent reduc�on in per capita green space availability is a�ributed to rapid urbaniza�on. 
Between 1972 and 2019, the urban physical size of Kisumu increased from 7338.68 Ha to 11086.38 Ha 
represen�ng a growth of more than seven  �me(742.3%). Eldoret Town, on the other hand has increased in 
size from a paltry 3532.73 Ha in 1981 to 8611.29Ha in 2019, a growth of almost over 22 �mes(2199.06%) that 
of 1981. 

Plate 1.Different uses of urban green spaces
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 Policy recommenda�ons
There is an urgent need for Eldoret and Kisumu Coun�es 
Governments to create more urban green spaces gradually 
and consistently to reach at the recommended per capita 

2
availability of 9m   . To realize this, the following policy 
recommenda�ons are made: (see Pg 2)

POLICY BRIEF

Declining Urban Green Spaces: A case of Kisumu and Eldoret Towns of Kenya
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Benefits of Green spaces.

Ø Provision of arena for civic engagement and 
 promoton of social cohesion especially when urban 
green spaces act as places to rest and interac�on  
with others.

Ø Provision of health benefits that include 
mental and physical fitness, calcium fixa�on though 
synthesis of vitamin D which improves moods.  
Provision of  intangible benefits associated 
with relaxa�on, and calmness which yields the 
crea�on of a balanced feeling, reduc�on of anxiety, 
tension, depression, fa�gue and enhancement of 
vigor. 

Ø  Socio-economic equalizer :- green spaces in urban 
areas serves as an 'equalizer', meaning that people 
from different socio-economic classes all derive 
u�lity fom these same spaces. 

Clearly thus, green spaces are great promoters of human 
well being in the urban areas and urban socie�es can draw 
enormous social, economic, and ecological benefits from their 
existence within its boundaries.

Ø
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availability in Kisumu and Eldoret Towns 
Figure 2: Declining green spaces per capita 

Figure 3: Urbanization trends in Kisumu

However, many African ci�es risk missing these benefits due 
to the alarming rate at which urban green spaces are 
declining (Mensah 2014). In a bid to contribute in 
ameliora�ng this situa�on a research study which actually 
underpins this policy brief, was undertaken in 2018 in 
Kisumu and Eldoret towns to determine factors afec�ng 
availability of urban green spaces.

 What is the issue? 

 Introduc�on
With the rising urban popula�on and subsequent growth in 
the size of urban areas, the importance of green spaces in 
urban areas now and in the future can hardly be 
overemphasized. Green spaces, including gardens, parks, 
street trees and other 'natural' vegeta�on covering urban 
areas (Wilkerson et. Al. 2018), provide cri�cal  ecosystem 
benefits to urban residents including water flow regula�on, 
runoff mi�ga�onon, urban temperature regula�on, noise 
reduc�on, air purifica�on modera�on of environmental 
extremes, waste treatment, climate regula�on,pollin a�on 
and seed dispersal, recrea�on and c ognite development, 
and animal habitat. 

The Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) Number 11 seeks 
to make ci�es inclusive and sustainable and  par�cular goal 
11.7 that seeks to promote universal access to safe, inclusive 
and accessible, green and public spaces especially for 
women, children, older persons and persons with disabili�es.

Ø The Urban Areas and Ci�es Act (2011) is the only avenue available as the legal requirement to plan for 
urban areas and ci�es. 

Ø However, this path is bedeviled by many challenges including system bureaucracy that slows down 
honoring of this requirement, lack of funds and governance issues.  

Ø  In addi�on there was informa�on that the funding for urban planning departments have been 
declining over �me as well which, among others, weakened development control systems. Arguably, 
this situa�on is not helped by the largely outdated green spaces standards as contained in the Physical 
Planning Handbook (2007). Further, EMCA (1999, amended in 2015) on the other hand, has not come 
out strongly on the necessity and standards for urban green spaces.

Ø Consequently, the only green spaces available are those provided for in the earlier urban development 
plans and since no other plans have been approved since then, there has not been any new public 
urban green spaces.

Ø There is no policy to control the rate of urban growth. 

Ø Besides urban physical growth, it was also established that although there have been several a�empts 
to plan the towns, such final plans never got to be approved due to a number of reasons including 
rejec�on of such plans occasioned by changes in county governance.
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